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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) In a noT\vork -7^A metho d for processintf user rcquesTs m a network , 
comprising the steps of: 

grocegs ing select ivel v . iQccivina u uscLrequesis to access information , the selcciivc 
processing direciintz <i request ongtaating from a user selection of a controlled vocabulary 
abstract hvperhnk id a redirecnon faciliiv. said controlled vocabulary abstract hyperlink 
including a semantic value and an URL (Uniform Resource Locator) address of thea hyperlink 
redirection facility, said semantic value being ai least one of a descriptive term and an identifier 
for the requested information, said hyperlink redirection facility being an intermediary 
perfonnrng redirection of said request and having more than one possible target profile for each 
request, said selective proces sing further d i reciint^ a user request oritfinaiine from a user 
selection of a hvt^erlmk not in cluding an URL of the hyperlink redirection faciliiv directly lo a 
reuuesicd resourc e wiihout first directim> ihe r^^quest to the hyperlink redirection facilitv : 

receiving at the rcdn-e ciion facilitv a communication holding information from the user 
contemporaneously with or following the receipt of the user request to access information 
oriiiinatinti from the selection of tlic controlled vocabulary abstract hyperlink : 

identifying, the idennficaiion based on the information on the received communication, a 
user-supplied preference regarding which service provider to use to service the request, said 
user-supplied preference being identified at the hyperhnk redirection facihty prior to any 
communication being sent from the hyperlink redirection facility to the user soliciting said 
preference; and 

directing the request oriHinatmu from the selection of the controlled vocabulary abstract 
hypcrUnk _from the reduection facility to a user for forwarding to a service provider for servicing 
of the request, said request modified based on the user-supplied preference. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the communication holds information 
about the user. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the communication comprises a 
cookie. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim I, wherein the redirection facility has access to a 
database holding data regarding preferences of users and wherein ihe step of identifying the user 
preference further comprises accessing the database to access the data. 

2 



PAGE 5/19 ' RCVD AT mm 6:00:49 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/24 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID: * DURATION {inm-ss):0442 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Fefcr'08-08 'OSrSSpm Frora-LAHIVEKOCKFIELO 617 7424214 



T-072 P. 06/1 9 F-715 



Application No.: 09/437378 Docket No.: OIQ-001RCE2 



5. (Currently Amended)Tbe method of cjaim 1 , wherein the method fiinher comprises the steps 
of: 

wherein the service provider fails to fully service the request originating from the 
$elccuoa o f t he controUed vocabularv abstract hvperhiik. ideniifying a second service provider 
to use to service the request and directing the request from the redirection facility to The second 
service provider lo service the request. 

6. (Currently Amended) In an environmenT having a redirection facility, a method, comprising 
the steps of: 

prL>cessin^ setcctivclv n^ o oi v tng a user request to access informatio n, ihe selective 
pnjccssiniu directing a request ontfmaiin^^ from a. user selection of a hvpcrUnk thai includes 
ri » warding a reference to the redirecuon faciliiv and a semantic value associated with thea 
hyperlink aMht>-iua_redirection facility, said semantic value being at least one of a descriptive 
term and an identifier for the requested information, said selective processing further directinti a 
user request ohijmatin^ from a user seleciion of a hvpL^rllnk not including a reference to the 
hyperlink redirection faciliry direcilv lo a requested resource without first directing the request to 
die hyperlink redirection facility : 

receiving at the redirection facility a conununicaiion holding infonnation from the user 
contemporaneously with or following the receipt of the user request to access information 
oriHinatini^ from the user selection of the hyperlink including the reference to the redirection 
Facility : 

identifying, the identitication based on the information in the received communication, a 
user-supplied preference regarding which service provider to use to service the request, said 
user-supplied preference being identified at the redirection facility prior to any communication 
being sent from the redirection facility to the user soliciting said preference; 

directing the request orifcinatina from tlie user selection of the hyperlink including the 
reference to the redirection facility from the redirection facility to the user for forwarding to a 
service provider for servicing of the request, said request modified based on the user-supplied 
preference; 

identifying a second service provider to use to service the request ori^nating from the 
user selection of the h vocrlink includint; the reference to the redirection facility and directing the 
request from the redirection facility to the user to for forwarding to the second service provider 
for servicing of the request when the service provider fails to fully service the request, and 



3 



PAGE 6/19 ' RCVD AT mm 6:00:49 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:lSPTO{FXRF-fi24' DNiS:273S300' CSiD:' DURATION (mfn-ss):04-S2 



Feb-08-06< 05:59pin Frorn-LAHIVEKOCKFIELD 617 7424214 



T-072 P. 07/19 F-715 



Application No.: 09/437378 Docket No.: OIQ-001RCE2 

identifying the service provider that fiailed to fully service the request at Tlie redirection 
facility before the direction of the request to the user for forwarding lo the second service 
provider. 

7. (Canceled) 

S. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) An an olooironic devic ts , q A metho d for processing use^ requests , 
comprising the steps of- 

prucessinn selectiveb/ user requests to access inlbnnation, the selective processinfi 
resolving rcccivin t j> a u j Ot supplied i nfommtion r O j^OFdinft a ujsor itnd link r^ftfer mation regarding 
A rcqucf^t venerated by a user selection of a controlled vocabulary abstract hyperlink bv directing 
the requ e st to a hyperlink redirection facility, the request includmii link information associated 
with the hnk, to bo rosolvcd lo a r e aourco in respons e to tli e u i Stfr - selociina the hyperlink , the 
h yperlink redirection facility receivinu user-supplied information r o oci v od with a hyperlink 
rodifoction facility re^ardin^i a user contemporaneously with or following the receipt of the link 
information, said link infomriation including a semantic value and an URJ_ (Uniform Resource 
Locator) address of said hyp -rlink redirection facility, said semantic value being at least one of a 
descriptive term and an idennfier for the resource^ said redirection facility being an intermediary 
perfonning redirection of said request and having more than one possible target profile for each 
reques t, said selective proeci;sinu funher directing a user request originating from a user 
^election of :i hyperlink not iiicludinfA an URL address of the hyperlink redirection faciliiv 
^irectlv to a reqiiesied resomx:e without first directing the request to the hyperlink redirection 
facility : 

identifying a resolution service to employ to resolve the controlled vocabulary abstract 
hyperlink based on the user-supplied information, said tiser-supplied information being received 
at the hyperlink redirection facility prior to any communication being sent from the hyperlink 
redirection facility to the user soliciting said information; and 

forwarding at least some of the link information via said requesting user to the identified 
resolution service for resolurion of the connrolled vocabulary abstract h yperlink. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of receiving user information comprises 
receiving a cookie. 
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1 1 . (Currenily Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein ihe step of identifying the resolution 
service for resQ lvm^ the regu^ ^'^r f> cnerated bv ihc selection ofi lie controlled vocabulary abstract 
hyperlink comprises accessing tiata regarding services available to the user and idenlifying the 
resolution service based on services available to the user. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the electronic device is a computer system. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of identifying a resolution 
service for resolving the request aeneraied bv the user selection of the conimlled vocabulary 
absTract hyperlink comprises soliciting input from the user, 

H. (Canceled) 

15, (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the soliciting includes soliciting for 
identification of subscription services to which the user subscribes, 

16, (Currently Amended) Tha method of claim 9, wherein the method further comprises the 
steps of: 

where the resolution service falls to return content to the user, identifying a 
1 second resolution service to employ to resolve the controlled vocabularv abstract hyperlink and 
forwarding at least some of the link infonmation to the second resolution service for resolution of 
the hyperlink. 

1 17, (Currently Amended) In ux\ ol o otronic dovioo, aA metho d for processin g usei' regut^is, 
comprising the steps of; 

rooolvingf p rocessing seleciivelv user requests to access informai i on. the selective 
processing resolving a request generaied by a user selection of u ser aupialioj infonnotion 
roggrdlng a usor and link iiif i jtmation rogai'ding a controlled vocabular v abstract hyperlink to-be 
ro^iQ^ . ed TC> i i r ^■•^ i'-"" T-n^pm- . n„. m Tho .. Qor Q fl l H r.Hnr tho hv^orlinlt.bv dircciintf the request lo a 
hyperlink redirection facility, the request including link infonnation_ assoc'iated with the link 
including an IJRl^ address o fthe hyperlink redirecuon iacilit y. the hvperhnk redirection facilitv 
receivinu san^user-sappUed information retdaidini; a user b oina rocMv e^-contemporaneously 
with or following the receipi of the link information and prior to any communication being sent 
to the user sohciiing said informatio n, said selecti ve processint£ further direciina a user reguesi 
orifiinaiintt from a u ^er seJection of a hyperlink not mcludina an URL a ddress of the hyperlink 
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fedirection facility directly lo a requesied resource without first directinti the request totilg 
hvpcrlitik redirection 1'acilitv . 

identifying a resolution service to employ to resolve The controlled yocabulurv iibsiract 
hyperlink based on the user-supplied information; 

forwarding at least some of the link information via the user to the identified resolution 
service for resolunon of the conirollcd vocabulary abstract h yperlink. 

identifying a secotwJ resolution service to employ to resolve the conirollcd vocabulary 
abstract h yperlink based on ihe user-supplied information and forwarding at least some of the 
hnk information via the user to the second resolution service for resolution of the hyperlink 
where the resolution service fails to return content to the user, and 

itjentifying the-a.resoluTion service that failed to return content to the user in responseio 
the r equest generated by the user sejeciina the controlled vocabulary abstract hyperl ink, the 
ideaiifvina of the failure takintJ place b efore the forwarding -^tepof the link information via the 
user . 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 917, wherein said resource includes content 
which is divisible into genres and wherein the controlled vocabulary abstra ct hyperlink contains 
information regarding to which of the genres the hyperlink is to be resolved. 

19. CCurrently Amended) In a not s^ 'ork, oA medium holding computer-exec utables steps 
instruct i ons for a moihod p rocessing user requests , said method comprtsing tho GtopiJ oft be 
instruction s comprising: 

i nstruciions for proccssinK selectively_f OCQivina a user request to access information^jhe 
selective pTt>cessiny directing a request originating from a user selection of a controlled 
vocabulary abstract hvperliri k to a hyperlink redireciion facility , said controlled vocabulary 
abstract hyperlink including a semantic value and an URL (Uniform Resource Locator) address 
I of theft hyperlink redirection server, said semantic value being at least one of a descriptive term 
and an identifier for the requested infonnation, said hyperlitik redirection server being an 
intermediary performing redirection of said request and having more than one possible target 
profile for each request , said selective processini! further dlrectinu a user request oriatnatlns^ 
from a user selection of a hyperlink not including^ an URL of the hyperlink redirection faciiity 
directly !0 a requested resoiirce without first directing the r equest to the hyperlink redirection 
faciliiv; 

instructions for r eceiving a t the redirection facility a.coramunication holding information 
Jrom the user contemporaneously with or following the receipt of the user request to access 
I information Ori ginating from the selection for the conirolled vocabu lary abstract hyperlink: 
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insir uctions for idenTlfving, the identification based on the informauon in the received 
communication. a_user-supplied preference regarding which service provider to use to_serv;ce 
the request, said user-supplied preference being identified at the hyperlink redirection server 
pnor to any communication being sem from the hyperlink redirection server to the user soUciting 
said preference; and 

in<f^nii:iiQns for d irectins the request nn«tm;iTin^ from i ^cr selection of controileJ 
vix:abularv dbsiraLi hvperlink. from the redirection server via the user to a service provider for 
servicing the request based on the user-supplied preference. 

20. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 19. wherein the mefeotirmsty^ctiQn9 further 
r/^mpri<;ft_m grrnntions for ^ AliQ iStOTs oP receivinfi a conrniunication holding information about the 
user and using this infonnation to identify the user preference, 

21 . (Qrigmal) The medium of claim 20, wherein the communication comprises a cookie. 

22. (Currently Amended) Inanotworlc, oA medium holding computer-executable aiopG for a 
niL'thQfl, n^^ThnH n.nTTiprir . iTi|T rhp r,tQpr , ofinsiruciions for processinti usei- requests, the 

insiruciions comnnsinu : 

mstruciion s for roc e ivrn fi rprocessintf selecti vt^ly a^er requests lo access infonnation. ihe 
selective processmu resolvitig a request generated bv a user selection pf u ser- supplied 
information ro^urdjnij a uc o r and link information rogarding a controlled vocabulary abstract 
hyperlin k bv directing the request to a hyperlink redirection fa cilirv. the request including link 
mformation associated with the link iiicludintf an URL ad dress of the hyperlink redirection 
facility, the hyperlink redirection facility receivinu - fo bo reijolvcd to a rosuurOQ in rcsponiio to the 
tise r sclcoting tho hyperlink, saidr-viser-supplied information re^a^dinfl a user roQOivod with a 
hypcrlinli: rodiroction fuciUT y^ontemporaneously vdxh or following the receipt of the Unk 
infonnation and prior to any communication being sent from the hyperhnk redirection facility to 
the user soliciting said information, said link information including a semantic value and an 
URL (Uniform Resource Locator) address of said hyperhnk redirection facility, said semantic 
value being at least one of a descriptive term and an identifier for the resource, said redirection 
faciUty being an intenmediary performing redirection of said request and having more than one 
possible target profile for each reques t, said selective processing further directintf a user request 
originating from a user selection of a hyperlink not including an LTRL address of ihe hyperlink 
redirection facility directly to a requested resource w ithout first dircctme the request to the 
h yperlink redirection facilit y; 
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instrucncns for identifying a resolution service to employ to resolve the comToUed 
vocabulary abstract h yperlink based on the user information; and 

insiruciions for forwaidinfi ai least some of the link information associ^^gd with the 
rnnrrollcd vocab..l--^i-v abstrac t hyperlink to the user for for^varding to the idewified resolution 
service for resolunon of the controlled vocabulary a^stTacLhypCTlink. 

23. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 22. wherein ttt^^tg ^insuucuons funher 
comprise insir.iciions forr eceivmg user information comprises receiving a cookie. 

24. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 22. wherein the ste ^instrMCtiOPs further 
i^ompjose identifyine the resolution service fi>r Vl^e request scngraicd in respQns? \o "ser 
>;,.l^>cri»LT Ac controned voc^hniarv absffac i hyperlink comprises accessing data regarding 
Services available to the user and identifying the resolution service based on services available to 
the user. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) in an environment having a redirection facility for redirecting a 
selected request from a requestor for a given resource to a service provider, a method of 

advenising, comprising. 

processme selectively ;i t ^ui v i ug tho joloctcd "'^^ r request to access a resource, the 
o^lc-ctive proc«soin« directing u selected r equest onginailn^ from a user selcffTjon of a controlled 
vocabalarv ^h^ir^r hvDerIir.lc thar include s a reference to Th^re.tirmion fariliTy. the tfQfflrQiled 
vocabulary ah<iTract hvperlirJ. including a fr^ rodircotion facility r coid roquoot being a aoor 
ruqucat to ueocaa information rogordina a semantic value uji^ uu iaicd v . itb a hyporlink -. said 
semantic value being at least one of a descriptive term and an identifier for the resource, said 
redirection facility being an intermediary perforating redirection of said request and having more 
than one possible target profile having infonnation used to resolve each reques t, said selective 
processing further directinu a user reou e «ir ori^natina from a user selCCtipn of a hyperlink not 
incTudma q r.^fergnce to rhe redirectio n faciHiv dircctlv to a requested resouTf^e >vitriout first 
riireftiin fj the request to the re direction facility. 

^>^^-^r>g The redlrccTion facility, c ontemporapcously with or following the receipt of 
the selected request, a communication from the user containing a user-supplied preference for a 
service provider to service the request; 
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modifying said selected request based upon a tiser-supplied preference, smd user- 
supplied preference being identified at the redirection facility prior to any communication being 
sent from the redirection facility to the user soliciting said preference; 

examining a cnterion at the redurection facility; 

determining wheiher to present an advenisement to the requestor based on the examined 
criterion; and 

durecting the modified selected request from the redirection facility to said user for 
forwarding to a service provider for servicing of the request. 



28. (Onginal) The method of claim 27, wherein the requestor is a user of a computer system. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the method further comprises the step of 
presenting an adveitisemcnt to the requestor. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29. wherein the step of presenting an advertisement 
comprises sending video content oyer a network from the redirection facility. 

3L (Onginal) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of sendmg video content comprises 
sending a web page with an advertisement from the redirection facility to the requestor. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the criterion is a random criterion so that the 
determining is based on a rgndom event. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 27, ivherein the criterion is when the requestor last received 
a previous advertisement from the redirection facility. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the criterion is how many requests for resources 
from the requestor have been received at the redirection facility. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said semantic value is an ISSN 
number (International Standard Serial Number). 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9 wherein said semantic value is an ISSN 
number (International Standard Serial Number). 
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37. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 19 wherein said semantic value is an ISSN 
number (Iniemarional Standard Serial Number). 

38. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 22 wherein said semanuc value is an ISSN 
number (Imemational Standard Serial Number). 
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